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“If T were a rattle-snake now, there would be no such thing as being genial with men—men would be afraid of me,
and then | should be a very lonesome and miserable rattle-snake.”
“True, men would be afraid of you. And why? Because of your rattle, your hollow rattle—a sound as | have been
told, like the shaking together of small, dry skulls in a tune of the Waltz of Death. And here we have another
beautiful truth. When any creature is by its make inimical to other creatures, nature in effect labels that creature,
much as an apothecary does a poison. So that whoever is destroyed by a rattle-snake, or other harmful agent, it is his
own fault. He should have respected the label. Hence that significant passage in Scripture, “Who will pity the
charmer that is bitten with a serpent?”
“I would pity him,” said the cosmopolitan, a little bluntly, perhaps.
“But don’t you think,” rejoined the other, still maintaining the passionless air, “don’t you think, that for a man to pity
where nature is pitiless, is a little presuming?” (The Confidence-Man 1044-5)

ZZTaXERYZALIBROPICHIET DR DITAE (TT7HT~E) OfFEEL, ZHUTL > TEEN
EANDRIEES ) ATDU A T DTHREIT TN TR GERTHDLZ L H TNV (HTHT LD F)
ko THOETWADENS, ENTZENENLE S VIRT, FENCT 4 LD RFITETZ,

EREIZED RDIEAI Dy ANVT AR T 4 P b (2w y) &, OCIHNIREZEEZS > TORBHAT
IR BRI C L passionless 72 A & L THE W RIZiE =~ Y AT ANV T 4 VOIS T 5 K 5 7.
MORLY DI D X9 72BN 72 o722 ERHDH Ly, Lz, ==Y Uilh, M 138
WCHET DREEN, WD T I ~EENTZZ ENboTz, TIUIRTDORTHD, =T~/ OEF U
b R—HRAAD T OIS CTLEL o7, 7272, =< VY IR T DI K DR A EIZ D TIERA
Lighnote, A/ =D AL U CTENZE K 1L, ABIEET 58 OXE TR O SHE CiE
STWRNG, %0 338 E RV 2 TEL 2> CTHAROEBEHAZHE, WOETHLIELAITHIEL T
WTIER BN EHZ D, DTN ZDBRNFELDRETE 2, HRBIEDOIEDO T TS L7=h0 X 5 7B T
DD, Flo, Tyt A 8B T 2ERTOBTOIIZHONT [FUTELWHIFT2 K- L 0 ICB 2D, 1
P, EbEWEID, &R b~—7 c U4 Y AE-MTIIK LI THD, =~ U FELZHRICED
SEEDHBBBMMRIZE ST, = VY U PR L TETORERZICTZ T ANTZDIT TIE RN & WhicZEn
MV AL S TRERBELETH T2 DD > TS, oA ANT 4 WTITFROBIZEE N FH 0 b
T 5 HRR EOERZZRT LML o7, LnL, EOL A<V U0k TR Doz vy eI,
T ELDOHIZED DT XA R ERVIAAL TS, ANVT 4 VEHATIZT O v A [FEAN] O—FizRTE
X720,



Nature, through all her kingdoms, insures herself. Nobody cares for planting the poor fungus: so she shakes down
from the gills of one agaric countless spores, any one of which, being preserved, transmits new billions of spores to-
morrow or next day. The new agaric of this hour has a chance which the old one had not. This atom of seed is thrown
into a new place, not subject to the accidents which destroyed its parent two rods off. She makes a man; and having
brought him to ripe age, she will no longer run the risk of losing this wonder at a blow, but she detaches from him a
new self, that the kind may be safe from accidents to which the individual is exposed. So when the soul of the poet
has come to ripeness of thought, she detaches and sends away from it its poems or songs,— a fearless, sleepless,
deathless progeny which is not exposed to the accidents of the weary kingdom of time: a fearless vivacious offspring,
clad with wings(such was the virtue of the soul out of which they came), which carry them fast and far, and infix
them irrecoverably into the hearts of men. (“The Poet” 190, F#RIL5|H®E)
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